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ful and a greater Captain or Lord than the God of
his country. ‘‘ For,”’ said he, ‘‘ your God is great;
and ours, or his children at least, come from a water
rat which the French call the muskrat.”’

But, speaking of musk, the Savages cannot bear
the odor of it. Some one said to me that once, when
he had something about him like musk, they told him
he smelled bad. So they hold that this animal hasa
bad smell, while an old piece of fat would seem to
them to have a pleasant odor. Now you may judge
if certain things are not more acceptable to the smell
of some people than others, and whether our fancies
and customs have not great power over us.

As this Savage gave me an occasion to speak of
their God, let me say that it is a great mistake to
think they have no knowledge [76] of any divinity.
When in France I was astonished at that, knowing
that Nature has given this sentiment to all other na-
tions of the earth. I confess that the Savages have
no public or common prayer, nor any form of worship
usually rendered to one whom they hold as God, and
their knowledge is only as darkness. But it cannot be
denied that they recognize some nature superior to the
nature of man. Asthey have neither laws nor govern-
ment, therefore there is no ordinance which concerns
the service of this superior nature; each one acts ac-
cording to his own understanding. I do not know
their secrets; but, from the little that I am about to
say, it will be seen that they recognize some divinity.

They say that there is a certain one whom they
call Azalocarn, who made all things. Talking one day
of God, in a cabin, [77] they asked me what this God
was. I told them that it was he who could do every-
thing, and who had made the Sky and earth. They



